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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING CIVIL RIGHTS PIONEER

MAJOR GENERAL JOSEPH
McNEIL, USAF RESERVE, RE-
TIRED

HON. KATHLEEN M. RICE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize retired United States Air
Force Major General Joseph McNeil, a resi-
dent of New York’s fourth congressional dis-
trict who is being honored today by the Frank-
lin Square Historical Society.

Fifty-five years ago this month, General
McNeil was a 17 year old freshman at North
Carolina A&T State University when he and
three other freshmen entered a Woolworth’s
store in Greensboro, North Carolina and sat
down at the whites-only counter. They were
denied service and asked to leave, but they
kept their seats until the store closed. The
next morning, they came back with more stu-
dents. Again they were denied service, and
again they refused to leave. They were ridi-
culed and taunted, but they resisted provo-
cation in their commitment to non-violence. By
the fourth day, as news spread, hundreds of
students had joined the sit-in, and soon, simi-
lar peaceful protests had begun in other towns
across North Carolina and beyond the state’s
borders.

The young men who initiated this wave of
civil disobedience live on in American history
as the Greensboro Four. Their actions reflect
the very best of the American character—the
commitment to freedom and justice and equal-
ity, and the courage to confront injustice with
the force of truth and disciplined nonviolence.

As Black History Month draws to a close, |
wish to recognize General McNeil for his in-
strumental role in a movement that has made
the United States of America a better nation
and the American people a better people. |
wish also to recognize his distinguished serv-
ice as a decorated officer in the United States
Air Force and Air Force Reserves for more
than three decades. | am tremendously grate-
ful for General McNeil’s contributions to our
communities in New York’s fourth congres-
sional district, and it is my distinct honor to
serve as his representative in Congress.

————

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL R. SCOTT
JARVIS, USAF

HON. DOUG LAMBORN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, in a few short
weeks an inspirational military leader will retire
after serving his country proudly for over three
decades. Today | recognize and commend

Colonel R. Scott Jarvis for his exceptional
leadership over those 30 years, most recently
as the Deputy Director for Installations and
Mission Support, and Command Civil Engineer
at Headquarters Air Force Space Command,
Peterson Air Force Base, Colorado.

The son of a career Air Force officer, Colo-
nel Jarvis graduated from lowa State Univer-
sity with a Bachelor of Science degree in Civil
Engineering and was commissioned a Civil
Engineer officer in the United States Air Force
in 1985. Throughout his career, he earned ad-
ditional Masters degrees in International Rela-
tions, Military Operational Art and Science,
and National Security and Strategic Studies.

An outstanding leader throughout his distin-
guished career, Colonel Jarvis’ service has
spanned the country with assignments in
North Dakota, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Ala-
bama, Rhode Island, and Washington, DC,
and stretched across the world with tours in
the United Kingdom, Japan, and Germany. He
commanded at the squadron and group levels
at Mountain Home Air Force Base, ldaho, and
Kadena Air Base, Japan, respectively. Addi-
tionally, he commanded a 13-person deployed
Civic Action Team in the remote location of
Chuuk, Micronesia, with politico-military re-
sponsibilities. Early in his career, Colonel Jar-
vis also deployed to Turkey and northern Iraq
as commander of a 19-person well-drilling
team supporting Operation PROVIDE COM-
FORT I.

Colonel Jarvis has served at both major
command and Air Force levels in the program-
ming and housing arenas. Most notably, as
Chief of the Unaccompanied Housing Program
for the Air Force Civil Engineer, he was one
of the original architects of the Air Force Dorm
Master Plan, which served as the foundation
for the Air Force initiative to replace or ren-
ovate every dorm in its inventory. The pro-
gram vastly improved quality of life for over
70,000 Airmen living in 875 dorms throughout
the Air Force.

Prior to his current assignment, Colonel Jar-
vis served as the Deputy Director for Installa-
tions, Logistics, and Mission Support, and
Command Civil Engineer, at Headquarters
United States Air Forces in Europe, Ramstein
Air Base, Germany. In that capacity, he was
responsible for all civil engineering activities
for over 9,000 civil engineer personnel oper-
ating and maintaining USAFE’s $15.7 billion
physical plant at 10 major installations and nu-
merous smaller installations.

Colonel Jarvis has been recognized for ex-
cellence at all levels in the Air Force, to in-
clude accolades at the Squadron, Group and
Wing levels. In addition to numerous military
decorations, his significant recognition in-
cludes the 2008 Air Force Major General Rob-
ert H. Curtin Award for Most Outstanding
Large Civil Engineer Unit, the 1996 Air Force
Civil Engineering Staff Action Officer of the
Year, and the 1991 Third Air Force Civil Engi-
neering Military Manager of the Year. Addition-
ally, Colonel Jarvis was recognized for invalu-
able contributions to the engineering profes-

sion in 2013, when he was named to the Soci-
ety of American Military Engineers Academy
of Fellows. This honor is bestowed to a select
few engineers each year for dedication to
mentorship and outstanding service to the So-
ciety and the military engineering profession.

Colonel R. Scott Jarvis epitomizes excel-
lence, integrity and commitment to service. He
has dedicated his life to serving our nation
and advancing the engineering profession. |
join my colleagues today in honoring his admi-
rable service to our nation and all the Airmen,
Sailors, Soldiers, Marines, and civilians who
have served alongside him. We offer our
heartfelt appreciation to Scott, his wife Meg,
and their daughters, Maddie and Lucy, and
hearty congratulations on his retirement from
the United States Air Force.

————

HONORING MRS. ALMA WALTON
UPON THE OCCASION OF HER
90TH BIRTHDAY

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mrs. Alma Walton upon the joyous oc-
casion of her 90th birthday, which was cele-
brated with her church family on February
22nd, 2015 at Mt. Zion Church of God Holi-
ness in Buffalo, New York.

Mrs. Walton was born in Lexington, Georgia
on February 28th, 1925, to her beloved par-
ents Mrs. Annie Sue and Mr. Johnny Wymbs.
In 1943, she married Thurmond Walton, and
the couple settled in Buffalo the same year.
Mrs. Walton has five children, three boys and
two girls, and is the proud and adored grand-
mother of seven.

A longtime member of Mt. Zion Church of
God Holiness, Mrs. Walton serves as “Moth-
er” of the church, as well as president of the
Sick Committee. She is deeply devoted to and
valued by her church community, and is
known as “Mother Walton” by her fellow mem-
bers. Mrs. Walton attends Sunday school
faithfully and formerly served as an usher.

Mrs. Walton is well-known for her generosity
and spirit. She enjoys sharing her love of gar-
dening and cooking, as well as community
service. Mrs. Walton makes lap robes for pa-
tients at the VA Medical Center, and has vol-
unteered at many food pantries in the city of
Buffalo.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that | rise
today to celebrate the life of Mrs. Alma Wal-
ton. | ask my colleagues to join me in wishing
Mrs. Walton a very happy birthday and con-
gratulate her for reaching this exciting mile-
stone. | wish Mrs. Walton and all those who
worship with her at Mt. Zion Church of God
Holiness all the best for years to come.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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RECOGNIZING FEBRUARY AS NA-
TIONAL MARFAN AWARENESS
MONTH

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize February as National Marfan Aware-
ness Month with the hope that increased
awareness of Marfan syndrome and related
heritable connective tissue disorders will save
lives.

Raising awareness of Marfan syndrome, a
rare genetic condition affecting 1 in 5,000
Americans, is imperative to finding and fund-
ing effective treatment. This debilitating condi-
tion affects individuals both externally and in-
ternally.

Connective tissue, as a result of the over-
production of a protein called transforming
growth factor beta (TGFB), is affected and
therefore symptoms manifest throughout the
entire body, causing disproportionately long
limbs, a protruding or indented chest bone,
curved spine, and loose joints.

Understanding the signs and features of
Marfan syndrome are important and can save
lives. This condition can affect all aspects of a
person’s internal structures, most notably their
cardiovascular system. Often times, the aorta,
the larger artery that carries blood away from
the heart, is weakened and prone to enlarge-
ment and potential rupture. Because of the ex-
cess TGFB, Marfan patients are also at risk of
aortic aneurysm.

However, early diagnosis and treatment can
help to prevent cardiac events. For this rea-
son, | believe States should consider devel-
oping programs to include Marfan syndrome
testing in their sports screening criteria for at-
risk young athletes.

| am proud to represent the Marfan Founda-
tion, the leading organization working to sup-
port the Marfan community, based in Port
Washington, New York. Since the group’s in-
ception, the Foundation has worked tirelessly
to improve the lives of those affected by this
condition through advancing research, raising
awareness, and providing support over the
past two decades. Through their efforts, pa-
tient care has improved and lives have been
saved.

| urge my colleagues to stand with me to
recognize National Marfan Awareness Month
and reflect on the progress that has been
made as well as the work that remains in
order to ensure that those suffering from rare
conditions can expect to see improvements in
their health and healthcare.

SARAH GARVEY
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Sarah Garvey
as the West Chamber’s Young Professional of
the Year.

Sarah has served as the president of the
West Chamber's Young Professionals Group
for the last two years. She has been instru-
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mental in raising funds for the Chamber’s an-
nual “Pub Crawl for a Cause” and other
young professional events. She is also a
member of the West Chamber through her
company, Shred-It.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Sarah Garvey for her honor by the West
Chamber serving Jefferson County. | have no
doubt she will exhibit the same commitment to
her community in the future.

———

LIAM FAIRBRASS APPOINTMENT
TO UNITED STATES MILITARY
ACADEMY

HON. JODY B. HICE

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in order to congratulate Mr. Liam
Fairbrass on his appointment to the United
States Military Academy.

Mr. Fairbrass is an incredibly accomplished
young man from Milledgeville, Georgia. Liam
is the son of Mark and Emily Fairbrass, and
will graduate from the prestigious Georgia Mili-
tary College Preparatory School. During his
time there, Liam has exhibited dedication to
leadership while serving as the High School
JRTOC Battalion Rank Commander, the high-
est ranking possible at the institution.

Among his many accolades, Liam also
showcased academic prowess by his involve-
ment with the National Honor Society, the Mu
Alpha Theta Society, and served as a student
government representative.

Mr. Speaker, Liam Fairbrass is also a young
man who is also dedicated to improving his
community through service. Liam led fund-
raising efforts for the worthy cause of Wreaths
Across America, an organization which works
with the Georgia War Veterans Memorial in
order to lay wreaths on the graves of vet-
erans.

Lastly, Mr. Speaker, | understand that Mr.
Fairbrass is no stranger to the rigorous work
ethic required to be considered as a candidate
for the United States Military Academy. With
several family members serving as mentors
and graduates of the same institution, | am
confident that Liam will accomplish his ulti-
mate goal of serving his nation as a United
States soldier.

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to congratu-
late Mr. Liam Fairbrass.

———

IN HONOR OF LIEUTENANT
RANDALL E. PARKER, JR.

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance
that | rise today to pay tribute to a respected
public servant, outstanding citizen, and hero to
his community, Lt. Randall E. Parker, Jr.
Sadly, Lt. Parker passed away in the line of
duty on Wednesday, February 11, 2015. Fu-
neral services will be held on Monday, Feb-
ruary 16, 2015 at 11:00 a.m. at the Macon
City Auditorium in Macon, Georgia.

February 24, 2015

Lt. Parker was a native to Georgia and had
served as a firefighter with the Macon Bibb
County Fire Department since July 2, 1990.

In addition to risking his life everyday to
fight fires in the area, Lt. Parker was very ac-
tive in his community and went above and be-
yond to show his love and compassion for
those around him. He was heavily involved in
his church, Christ Chapel Sportstowne in
Macon, and also spent time doing work for
United Way, the American Cancer Society,
and the Macon Cherry Blossom Festival. He
was a loving family man to his wife and sons,
and his legacy will live on in the minds and
hearts of all those whose lives he touched in
Middle Georgia.

George Washington Carver once said, “No
individual has any right to come into the world
and go out of it without leaving behind him
distinct and legitimate reasons for having
passed through it.” Although his passing was
tragic and before his time, Lt. Parker proved to
us all what it truly means to be a hero. He left
this world doing what he loved most—serving
the people of Macon, Georgia. His impression
on this earth extends beyond himself to the
very wellbeing of the Macon community, and
for it he will be remembered by the community
for time to come.

Lt. Parker is survived by his beloved wife of
14 years, Sandie; sons, Andrew and Chandler;
mother and stepfather, Gwendolyn and Fred
Dixon; brother and sister-in-law, Marcus and
Teri Parker; and a host of other family mem-
bers and friends.

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vivian and I, along
with the more than 700,000 residents of Geor-
gia’s Second Congressional District salute Lt.
Randall E. Parker, Jr. for his exemplary serv-
ice to Macon, Georgia as a firefighter and for
the ultimate sacrifice he made in the line of
duty. | ask my colleagues in the House of
Representatives to join us in extending our
deepest sympathies to Lt. Parkers family,
friends and loved ones during this difficult
time. We pray that they will be consoled and
comforted by an abiding faith and the Holy
Spirit in the days, weeks and months ahead.

——————

NAACP ON ITS 106TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, first, let me thank
Congressman AL GREEN, who served as presi-
dent of the Houston Branch of the NAACP for
more than 10 years, for hosting this important
Special Order. We appreciate your leadership
in coordinating this special order to honor the
106th Anniversary of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP).

More than a century ago, the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored People
was founded in New York City. The month
was February and would later come to mark
Black History Month.

As a child of the Civil Rights Movement, |
witnessed firsthand the leadership of the
NAACP in fight for human rights. | vividly re-
member the role the NAACP played in shat-
tering segregation in my birthplace of El Paso,
Texas and in my personal life.
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When | was in high school, it was nearly im-
possible for young women of color to become
cheerleaders. At the time, | was participating
in a work-study program at Pacoima Memorial
Lutheran Credit Union and my boss, John
Mance, was a member of the local NAACP
Board. Together, he and Carl McCraven, the
CEO of the credit union, worked to change the
rules so anyone should try out to be a cheer-
leader. Thanks to them, | was able to cheer
for the Tigers!

We all know their great contributions that
the NAACP has made to our nation:

From their largest legal victory in Brown vs.
the Board of Education, under the leadership
of Special Counsel Thurgood Marshall—to
their central role in the successful battles to
overturn Jim Crow.

Today, the nation’s oldest and largest civil
rights organization continues to engage in
groundbreaking and critical work to combat
disparity and inequality in our society.

Today, they boldly stand against repressive
voter ID laws, economic inequality and mass
incarceration.

We know that inequality persists—the un-
employment rate among African Americans is
nearly twice the rate of their white counter-
parts and the African American poverty rate is
nearly three times the poverty rate of white
Americans.

These statistics paint a clear picture of in-
equality in America.

The American dream of equality, freedom,
liberty, justice and opportunity should be open
to all and the NAACP is working day-in and
day-out to ensure that all Americans have an
opportunity to achieve the American dream.

| am proud that the NAACP has been a
dedicated and constant partner and advocate.

| am proud to join my colleagues in hon-
oring the NAACP’s 106th anniversary.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to sup-
port this resolution.

EVANGELINE BEST

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | am
honored to recognize the outstanding and in-
valuable contributions of African Americans
during Black History Month and all year long.
| am proud to pay tribute to African American
men and women who exemplify the spirit of
selfless and patriotic service.

| rise today to pay tribute to a truly gifted
leader of the Tampa Bay community, Evan-
geline Best. Her boundless energy and
unending civic engagement are an inspiration
to all. Today, | am grateful to recognize her in-
numerable contributions to Hillsborough Coun-
ty.

Evangeline Best is a native Floridian who
was raised in Tampa. She earned a Bach-
elor's degree from St. Augustine’s College in
Raleigh, North Carolina and a Masters in Edu-
cation at Florida A&M University. Ms. Best has
been a tireless advocate for community devel-
opment and education as a means of ending
poverty. Ms. Best’s impressive career in edu-
cation began in Tampa where she worked for
over 27 years as a Family Services Worker for
Hillsborough County Schools and completed
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the last 5 years as the Family Services Coor-
dinator.

Beyond Ms. Best’s professional career, she
also committed her personal life to the better-
ment of her neighbors in Hillsborough County.
She served as Chairman of the East Tampa
School Community Partnership as well as Vice
Chairwoman of the Heart of East Tamp-Front
Porch, Inc. Both are organizations critical to
the success of East Tampa and Hillsborough
County. Currently she serves on a number of
vital committees including Vice Chair of the
Corporation to Develop Communities in
Tampa, Inc., and as a member of the Board
of Directors with the West Central Florida Area
Aging Advisory Committee, as well as a mem-
ber of the Florida State Fair Diversity Com-
mittee. She also volunteers weekly with the
Abe Brown Ministries Family Reunification
Video Visitation Program and is a consultant
for REACH UP, Inc.

Given her outstanding efforts, Ms. Best has
received a number of honors and awards in-
cluding the 2010 Bank of America “Volunteer
Hero Award”, the 2005 National Head Start
Association “Lifetime Achievement Award”,
and the 2005 Neighborhood Works New Hori-
zons “Dorothy Richardson Award” for Com-
munity Leadership and Commitment Revital-
ization America’s Neighborhoods. Her accom-
plishments include 50 years of community in-
volvement as a member of the First Baptist
Church of College Hill, the Tampa Urban
League, as well as the Hillsborough Educators
Association.

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Best’s diligent and unre-
lenting service has made my Tampa Bay com-
munity a better place to live—one filled with
more hope and opportunities because of her
attention and love for others. She has set an
example of how to be a devoted public serv-
ant, mother, and friend. Please join me in
celebrating her outstanding efforts to make
this world a better place.

———

GLYN AND ALAN MASI

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud the West
Chamber's Ambassadors of the Year, Glyn
and Alan Masi, for their outstanding commit-
ment to the local community.

Glyn and Alan own Ticker Tuners, a local
business in Morrison with a mission they are
both passionate about: helping people identify,
treat and monitor their heart health. In addi-
tion, Glyn and Alan attend every ribbon cut-
ting, open house or other event where help is
needed and involve West Chamber members
and local businesses.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Glyn
and Alan Masi for the honor by the West
Chamber serving Jefferson County. | have no
doubt they will exhibit the same commitment
to their community in the future.
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RECOGNIZING THE 149TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ANTIOCH MISSIONARY

BAPTIST CHURCH IN HOUSTON,
TEXAS
HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
pay tribute to the legendary Antioch Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Houston, Texas,
which this year celebrates 149 years of serv-
ice to the greater Houston community and the
nation.

For more than a half century, under the
leadership of the Rev. F.N. Williams, Sr., the
Antioch Missionary Baptist Church, now led by
Rev. O.B. Winkley, has provided material sup-
port and spiritual sanctuary to the least of
God’s children and used the prophetic voice of
the church to speak truth to power.

Mr. Speaker, in January 1866, seven
months after slaves were freed in Texas (June
19, 1865), a small group of freed slaves, as-
sisted by the First Baptist Church and mission-
aries, organized the first African American
Baptist Church in Houston, Texas.

After holding worship services at the First
Baptist Church and the German Baptist
Church, church members began to hold serv-
ices on Buffalo Bayou in “Brush Arbor.”

Later, the church moved to “Baptist Hill” lo-
cated at Rusk and Bagby until the present site
was purchased.

In 1868, one of Antioch Missionary Baptist
Church’s members, Jack Yates, was ordained
at the first meeting of the Association of Afri-
can American Baptist Churches.

Rev. Jack Yates became the first pastor of
Antioch Missionary Baptist Church and as the
membership grew and additional space was
needed, Rev. Yates led the church to pur-
chase its present site and build a brick struc-
ture.

Antioch Missionary Baptist Church’s new
home was the first brick structure built and
owned by African-Americans in Houston, and
was located in the center of Freedman’s Town
and was the center of activity for the African-
American community.

Antioch Missionary Baptist Church provided
the former slaves with opportunities to worship
the Lord, but also established ministries to
help them develop educationally, economically
and socially.

With the help of two missionaries, Rev.
Yates began the Baptist Academy, which
taught such fundamental skills as reading,
writing, and arithmetic, and provided voca-
tional training to enable men and women to
start their own businesses.

Mr. Speaker, Baptist Academy would later
become Houston College, the forerunner of
Texas Southern University.

Under Rev. Yates’ leadership, church mem-
bers were encouraged and assisted in buying
property, owning homes, and developing busi-
nesses.

The OId Landmark Baptist Association of
Texas was organized at Antioch and Emanci-
pation Park was purchased in a joint venture
with Trinity Methodist Church to provide green
space to engage in recreational activities and
hold community celebrations, such as
Juneteenth.

Mr. Speaker, | take great pride in recog-
nizing the Antioch Missionary Baptist Church
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and the Rev. O.B. Winkley on the occasion of
its 149th Anniversary and its nearly century
and half of service to the Houston community.

——————

HONORING WORLD WAR II
VETERAN WARREN S. PAYNE, SR.

HON. CHRIS COLLINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. Speaker,
today, | rise to honor Warren Payne Sr., a
World War Il veteran whose service to our
country and love for his family embody the
values of the Greatest Generation.

Mr. Payne was born in Niagara Falls in
1921 and enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Corps
in August of 1942. He served in the European
Theater of Operations with the 452nd Bomb
Group, participating in the air campaign to
fight for our nation’s freedom. In July 1944, his
bomber crashed while on a mission over Ger-
many, and he and his crew became prisoners
of war. Following a long, forced march in the
snow, he and his fellow servicemen were fi-
nally freed in April 1945.

After he returned home from the war, Mr.
Payne decided to join the family business,
Payne’s Hardware and Floor Covering. He ran
this business in Niagara Falls for 50 years
until his retirement in 1997. He is remembered
by his family and friends for his kindness and
generosity and was an active volunteer at St.
Mary of the Cataract Church in Niagara Falls.

Warren passed away on July 7, 2007, sur-
vived by Grace, his wife of 61 years, 11 chil-
dren—Warren Jr., William, John, James, Mi-
chael, Suzanne, Michele, Tricia, Christine,
Laurie, and Caroline—31 grandchildren, and
18 great-grandchildren.

| am proud to honor a veteran, small busi-
nessman, and hero from New York’s 27th dis-
trict.

———

HONORING 1ST SERGEANT
RICHARD PINTER

HON. THOMAS MacARTHUR

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. MACARTHUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor 1st Sergeant Richard Pinter of New
Jersey’s Third Congressional District, and to
express my deepest condolences to his family
and friends.

Sgt. Pinter served our country as a 1st Ser-
geant in the Army and is well known in our
district as the “Lone Bugler” for honoring fall-
en soldiers and veterans at their funerals. Sgt.
Pinter served as a bugler in the Army for thir-
ty-eight years and eventually rose to the posi-
tion of Commander and Enlisted Bandleader
of the 267th Army Band in Philadelphia.

Sgt. Pinter has also given much of his time
to his community as an active member of the
American Legion of Bordentown Township,
Association of the National Guard, Vietnam
Veterans Association and the American Hun-
garian Civic Association.
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Mr. Speaker, the people of New Jersey’s
Third Congressional District are tremendously
grateful for Sgt. Richard Pinter’s service to our
nation and unique place in our district's cul-
ture. It is my honor to recognize his life and
achievements before the United States House
of Representatives. May he rest in peace.

———

INTRODUCING THE AFRICAN DE-
SCENT AFFAIRS ACT IN REC-
OGNITION OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL DECADE FOR PEOPLE
OF AFRICAN DESCENT

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce a bill recognizing persons of African
descent and to support a resolution authored
by my colleague Representative HANK JOHN-
SON to commemorate the start of the Inter-
national Decade for People of African De-
scent.

As our country fights to realize justice for
Eric Garner, Tamir Rice, Aiyana Jones, John
Warner, Trayvon Martin, Michael Brown, and
many others, we must not forget the names—
Stephen Lawrence, Oury Jalloh, Mark
Duggan, Zyed Benna, Bouna Traore and
many others who are victims of similar injus-
tices in Europe and elsewhere around the
world.

The International Decade provides an op-
portunity to join efforts with countries across
the globe to, over the next decade, develop
and implement national strategies honoring
the vast contributions of people of African De-
scent, and to combat continuing issues of prej-
udice and discrimination such as those cur-
rently gripping our nation. To aid these efforts,
| am proud to support Representative JOHN-
SON’s resolution commemorating the Inter-
national Decade.

| have also introduced the African Descent
Affairs Act. The Act to improve the situation of
people of African descent around the world, by
establishing a Global Office of African Descent
Affairs within the U.S. State Department that
would implement strategies for people of Afri-
can descent; create a “President Obama
Fund” to support anti-discrimination and em-
powerment efforts by African descent led civil
society organizations; and require that the An-
nual State Department Human Rights Reports
include a section on discrimination faced by
people of African descent. U.S. foreign policy
strategies such as these have improved the
situation of vulnerable groups internationally.
Furthermore, it would greatly assist in re-
sponding to the increasing levels of prejudice
and discrimination faced by people of African
descent around the globe.

Mr. Speaker, the International Decade reaf-
firms the importance of inclusion, as well as
full and equal participation of people of African
descent around the world in all aspects of po-
litical, economic, social, and cultural life. | en-
courage my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing and celebrating the collective history
and achievements made by people of African
descent on the occasion of the launch of the
International Decade by supporting this impor-
tant resolution.
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ROCKLEY MUSIC CENTER

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud the Rockley
Family for their outstanding service and com-
mitment to their community with their busi-
ness, the Rockley Music Center.

Founded in 1946 at Colfax and Wadsworth,
Melvin and Mildred Rockley, the first genera-
tion, began selling print music, record players,
band and orchestral instruments, along with
washers, dryers and other appliances. The
business was passed on to Melvin’s son Bob
and his wife Nina in the 1960s at which time
the business was expanded and added teach-
ing studios. In the 1980s, the third generation,
Tobin and Robin, joined the business.

Today the center includes a foundation run
by Tobin and his wife Diane. Over the years,
the Rockley Family has become a Lakewood
icon. It is for their ongoing support of the com-
munity, Colfax BID and the Jefferson County
Public Schools that the Rockley Family and
the Rockley Music Center is a deserving re-
cipient of the Steve Burkholder Diamond Leg-
acy Award.

| extend my deepest congratulations to the
Rockley Family for their honor by the West
Chamber serving Jefferson County. | have no
doubt the Rockley Family will exhibit the same
dedication and service in all future accom-
plishments.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ERIC SWALWELL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker,
| was unable to be present for votes taken on
Thursday, February 12, and Friday, February
13, because | was traveling with the President
and participating in a forum on cybersecurity.
Had | been present, | would have voted as fol-
lows:

Roll Call Vote Number 77 (Previous Ques-
tion Motion on H. Res. 101): No

Roll Call Vote Number 78 (Passage of H.
Res. 101): No

Roll Call Vote Number 79 (Motion to Re-
commit H.R. 644, the America Gives More Act
of 2015): Yes

Roll Call Vote Number 80 (Passage of H.R.
644, the America Gives More Act of 2015):
Yes

Roll Call Vote Number 81 (Motion to Re-
commit H.R. 636, the America’s Small Busi-
ness Tax Relief Act of 2015): Yes

Roll Call Vote Number 82 (Passage of H.R.
636, the America’s Small Business Tax Relief
Act of 2015): No

Roll Call Vote Number 83 (Approving of the
Journal): Yes
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REMEMBERING MR. HOWARD
CALVIN EDWARDS

HON. JOHN LEWIS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
memory of Howard Calvin Edwards. Mr.
Edwards served his country in the United
States Army, was respected in his community,
and dedicated his life to his family.

Mr. Edwards was born on April 24, 1928,
the youngest of John and Cora Edwards’ 10
children, and he grew up in Woodland, North
Carolina. He loved everything about school
and thrived as a student and an athlete. He
played basketball and ran track, but he found
the most success on the football gridiron.

Mr. Edwards continued his education at Vir-
ginia State University and Howard University.
A proud soldier, Mr. Edwards served his coun-
try in the United States Army and loved the
experience of traveling the world. After com-
pleting his tour, he relocated to the Wash-
ington, DC, area to be near to his older sister,
Mabel. It was here that he met his wife, Mary,
who was one of his sister's best customers.
Their love story was one for the ages. He suc-
ceeded in his tireless pursuit to earn her hand
in marriage, and their 53 years of marriage
produced three children, Kenny, Robert, and
Yvette.

Mr. Edwards retired after many years of
working as a guard at the National Gallery of
Art here in Washington. He also worked for
several years in security at the YWCA. He will
be remembered within the community as a
man of great dignity and generosity to all who
had a need. In his signature hat and tie, he
stood tall, walked straight, and greeted every-
one with a broad smile and the love of God.
He passed from this life on February 10, 2015
at age 86.

| offer my sincerest condolences to Mr.
Edwards’ beloved wife, Mary Edwards; his
son, Bobby; three grandchildren; three great-
grandchildren; his nieces and nephews; and a
host of friends and neighbors. They are all in
my thoughts during this very difficult time.

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF COL. JOHN G. CHIARELLA, SR.

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, last weekend, the
State of Connecticut lost one of its great sons
with the passing of Col. John G. Chiarella, Sr.,
a veteran from Waterbury who continued to
serve his nation, state and community long
after his military career ended.

Col. Chiarella entered the United States
Army in 1950 and was deployed to Korea in
October 1952. He became a Reservist in 1953
and was called back to active duty during the
Berlin Crisis. He achieved the rank of colonel
in 1975 and retired from the military after 34
years of exemplary service.

When he returned to his hometown of Wa-
terbury, Col. Chiarella dedicated himself to the
community he loved. Reflecting his commit-
ment to all who have served in the Armed
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Forces, “the Colonel,” as everyone knew him,
led the Waterbury Veterans Memorial Com-
mittee for over 25 years. As chairman, he
helped countless veterans and their families
receive the services, benefits, and recognition
they deserved.

In 2011, John Chiarella was inducted into
the Connecticut Veterans Hall of Fame, in rec-
ognition of his extraordinary commitment to his
fellow veterans, as well as his dedication to fu-
ture generations, which he demonstrated by
establishing patriotic programs for school chil-
dren.

Col. Chiarella was also a devoted family
man. He loved his late wife, Ann—who he
called “the General’—with all of his heart.
They were married for 59 years before her
death in 2011. He and Ann raised a beautiful
family with three sons, and seven grand-
children.

I had the great fortune to know Col.
Chiarella and call him my friend. His warm
heart, wonderful sense of humor, infectious
smile, and love of life touched all who knew
him. He truly left the world a better place.

Col. Chiarella’s life embodied the spirit of
civic engagement that strengthens our com-
munities, and makes our country a better
place. His contributions to the City of Water-
bury, the State of Connecticut, and to the
United States will not be forgotten.

Colonel, we love you and miss you.

————

INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTRICT
OF COLUMBIA LOCAL PROS-
ECUTOR ESTABLISHMENT ACT
OF 2015

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, | intro-
duce the District of Columbia Local Prosecutor
Establishment Act of 2015, to give District of
Columbia residents another element of the
self-government enjoyed by all other American
citizens. The bill would establish a local pros-
ecutor’s office designated under local law, to
prosecute all local crimes in the District. Under
the Home Rule Act, the U.S. Attorney’s Office
for the District of Columbia, a federal entity, is
responsible for prosecuting most local crimes
here, the greater part of its caseload, in addi-
tion to prosecuting federal crimes. This bill is
special because it effectuates a 2002 advisory
referendum, approved by 82 percent of D.C.
voters, to create a local prosecutor’s office.

There is no law enforcement issue of great-
er importance to D.C. residents on which they
have less say than the prosecution of local
crimes here. A U.S. Attorney has no business
prosecuting the local crimes of a jurisdiction,
an anachronism that is out of place in any
American self-governing jurisdiction. The goal
of the legislation is to give the District the
same jurisdiction over the criminal justice mat-
ters that state and local jurisdictions justifiably
regard as mandatory. The U.S. Attorney for
the District of Columbia would continue to
handle federal matters, like the other U.S. At-
torneys in our country. As presently con-
stituted, the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Dis-
trict of Columbia is the largest in the country,
only because it also serves as the local city
prosecutor. The U.S. Attorney for the District
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of Columbia needs to be freed up to handle
national security and other vital federal cases,
particularly in the post-9/11 nation’s capital.

Amending the Home Rule Act to create a
local prosecutor would be an important step
toward our goal of achieving true self-govern-
ment. | urge my colleagues to support this im-
portant measure.

DR. KELLY JACKSON CONDON
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud the West
Chamber's Woman-Owned Business of the
Year, Table Mountain Vision, for their out-
standing service to the local community.

For the last 17 years, Dr. Kelly Jackson
Condon has operated Table Mountain Vision
and provided the finest vision care experience
in Golden. In addition, Dr. Jackson Condon is
very involved in the local community, and has
served on various boards and committees in-
cluding: Leadership Golden; Downtown Mer-
chants; The Original Shopping Districts; and
numerous others. Dr. Jackson Condon was
also elected as chair of the Golden Chamber
of Commerce in 2004 and again in 2009.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Table Mountain Vision for the honor by the
West Chamber serving Jefferson County. |
have no doubt Table Mountain Vision will ex-
hibit the same service and dedication in all fu-
ture accomplishments.

HONORING MS. MAURA BREEN

HON. NITA M. LOWEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Ms. Maura Breen, who is retiring from
her position as Chairwoman of the Crohn’s
and Colitis Foundation of America (CCFA).

Ms. Breen has had a remarkable tenure as
Chairwoman of CCFA. Using her extensive
experience in the areas of innovation and
business development, she has lead CCFA as
it improved access to treatments for inflam-
matory bowel disease (IBD)—the collective
terms for Crohn’s disease and Ulcerative Coli-
tis—and mobilized patient advocates across
the country to raise awareness of IBD.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to applaud Ms.
Maura Breen for her lifelong dedication to im-
proving the lives of so many people affected
by IBD. | urge my colleagues to join me in
congratulating her for her tremendous leader-
ship and exemplary efforts as Chair of CCFA,
and wish her success in her future endeavors.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TAMMY DUCKWORTH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, on Feb-
ruary 10, 2015, on Roll Call #69 on the Motion
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to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 719—
TSA Office of Inspection Accountability Act of
2015, | am not recorded because | was absent
for medical reasons. Had | been present, |
would have voted YEA.

On February 10, 2015, on Roll Call #70 on
the Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass
H.R. 720—Gerardo Hernandez Airport Secu-
rity Act of 2015, | am not recorded because |
was absent for medical reasons. Had | been
present, | would have voted YEA.

On February 11, 2015, on Roll Call #71 on
Ordering the Previous Question for H. Res.
100, | am not recorded because | was absent
for medical reasons. Had | been present, |
would have voted NAY.

On February 11, 2015, on Roll Call #72 on
H. Res. 100, Providing for consideration of S.
1, the Keystone XL Pipeline Approval Act, |
am not recorded because | was absent for
medical reasons. Had | been present, | would
have voted NAY.

On February 11, 2015, on Roll Call #74 on
the Democratic Motion to Commit S. 1, | am
not recorded because | was absent for med-
ical reasons. Had | been present, | would have
voted YEA.

On February 11, 2015, on Roll Call #75 on
Passage of S. 1—Keystone XL Pipeline Ap-
proval Act, | am not recorded because | was
absent for medical reasons. Had | been
present, | would have voted NAY.

On February 11, 2015, on Roll Call #76 on
the Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass
H.R. 431—To award a Congressional Gold
Medal to the Foot Soldiers who participated in
Bloody Sunday, Turnaround Tuesday, or the
final Selma to Montgomery Voting Rights
March in March of 1965, which served as a
catalyst for the Voting Rights Act of 1965, |
am not recorded because | was absent for
medical reasons. Had | been present, | would
have voted YEA.

On February 12, 2015, on Roll Call #77 on
Ordering the Previous Question for H. Res.
101, | am not recorded because | was absent
for medical reasons. Had | been present, |
would have voted NAY.

On February 12, 2015, on Roll Call #78 on
H. Res. 101, Providing for consideration of
H.R. 644, the Fighting Hunger Incentive Act of
2015 and H.R. 636, to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to permanently extend
increased expensing limitations, | am not re-
corded because | was absent for medical rea-
sons. Had | been present, | would have voted
NAY.

On February 12, 2015, on Roll Call #79 on
the Democratic Motion to Recommit H.R. 644,
| am not recorded because | was absent for
medical reasons. Had | been present, | would
have voted YEA.

On February 12, 2015, on Roll Call #80 on
Passage of H.R. 644—Fighting Hunger Incen-
tive Act, | am not recorded because | was ab-
sent for medical reasons. Had | been present,
| would have voted NAY.

On February 13, 2015, on Roll Call #81 on
the Democratic Motion to Recommit H.R. 636,
| am not recorded because | was absent for
medical reasons. Had | been present, | would
have voted YEA.

On February 13, 2015, on Roll Call #82 on
Passage of H.R. 636—America’s Small Busi-
ness Tax Relief Act of 2015, | am not re-
corded because | was absent for medical rea-
sons. Had | been present, | would have voted
NAY.
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DESIGNATION OF FEBRUARY 19,
2015 AS NATIONAL ANTHRO-
POLOGY DAY

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to support the des-
ignation of February 19, 2015 as National An-
thropology Day. Throughout the third week of
February, but particularly on the 19th, anthro-
pological societies, museums, and student
clubs in more than 100 American cities will
celebrate the anthropology’s contributions to
advancing understanding of the human condi-
tion and applying this understanding to ad-
dressing some of the world’s most pressing
problems.

The American Anthropological Association,
together with the Archaeological Institute of
America and American Association of Physical
Anthropologists, represent a combined total of
more than 200,000 members, and will lead in
a host of public educational activities to dem-
onstrate the ways in which anthropology pro-
duces a body of facts about how we identify
ourselves and create communities, beliefs,
cultures, and how we can live sustainably in
our natural and built environments.

Anthropology teaches respect for cultural
differences—a sensibility that is crucial in to-
day’s increasingly mobile and interconnected
world. The field of knowledge contributes to
the well-being of humanity in nearly every
facet of our lives, including, promoting health
and strengthening health care delivery sys-
tems, developing appropriate technology that
meets individual and societal needs, under-
standing and preserving the past to help us
face collective future challenges, identifying
best practices in education, environmental and
cultural resource protection, and preservation
of our diverse linguistic heritage, and cele-
brating our nation’s ethnic, racial, and cultural
diversity.

As lawmakers, we must do all we can to
support these efforts. | am proud to join with
communities across the country in recognizing
February 19th as National Anthropology Day.

————

HONORING BOSMA ENTERPRISES
OF CENTRAL INDIANA

HON. TODD C. YOUNG

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the great work of Bosma Enter-
prises as they celebrate their 100th anniver-
sary. For the past century, Bosma Enterprises
has been dedicated to creating opportunities
for people who are blind or visually impaired
across the great state of Indiana. Located in
Indianapolis, Bosma Enterprises’ commitment
has made a difference in the lives of thou-
sands of Hoosiers, showing them how to live
life to its fullest.

The loss of one’s eyesight is a significant
disability that impacts the lives of more than
140,000 Hoosiers and over 6 million individ-
uals nationwide. Since 1915, Bosma Enter-
prises has continued to provide hope to those

February 24, 2015

who are blind or visually impaired by showing
them that vision loss does not have to mean
a loss of independence. They have done this
by providing blind or visually impaired individ-
uals with job training, employment services,
rehabilitation programs, and outreach pro-
grams, empowering those Hoosiers to reach
their own personal goals while giving them the
tools to live independently.

Over the last 100 years, Bosma Enterprises
has been able to change the lives of many by
helping them navigate the complexities of find-
ing meaningful employment, teaching critical
daily living skills, and working to fight the 70
percent unemployment rate for people who
are blind or visually impaired. | hope the entire
House of Representatives will join me in con-
gratulating Bosma Enterprises on their monu-
mental milestone.

RACHEL GRACE HULTIN
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Rachel Grace
Hultin for receiving the 2014 Wheat Ridge City
Council Partnership Award.

The Wheat Ridge City Council Partnership
Award recognizes a company or individual for
their overall contributions to the City. It incor-
porates business achievements as well as
contributions in volunteerism, leadership, and
community investment and involvement.

Rachel Grace Hultin is very active in the
Wheat Ridge community with an emphasis on
health and wellness. She was instrumental in
leading the charge to have Wheat Ridge des-
ignated as a Healthy Eating Active Living
(HEAL) city. In addition Rachel leads the Ac-
tive Transportation Advisory Team. This group
was formed to provide citizen input to the
Wheat Ridge City Council in order to create a
community which encourages citizens to par-
ticipate in physical activity by making it safer
to walk and bicycle to local merchants.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Ra-
chel Grace Hultin for this well-deserved rec-
ognition by the City of Wheat Ridge and the
Wheat Ridge Business Association. Thank you
for your dedication to the health and wellness
of the citizens of Wheat Ridge, Colorado.

——————

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
KNOXVILLE KERBELA SHRINERS

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR.

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker,
one of the things that make the U.S. the great-
est country in the world is volunteerism.

No other country in the world has as many
civic and charitable groups doing volunteer
work like the United States.

The government could not come close to re-
placing the hundreds of billions of dollars in
work done by these organizations, and one of
the most respected charitable groups in the
U.S. is the Shrine.

| have been fortunate to be a member of the
Kerbela Shrine Temple in Knoxville for ap-
proximately 40 years.
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The Kerbela Shrine Temple recently cele-
brated its 100th Anniversary on February 18,
2015.

For the past century, this group has touched
the lives of needy children in my District in
many positive ways.

On Thanksgiving Day 1950, the Knoxville
Kerbela Shriners began a paper sale to ben-
efit the East Tennessee Crippled Children’s
Fund, raising $19,000 the first year.

Over the next 75 years, with the help of the
Blue Lodge Masons, the Kerbela Shrine Tem-
ple raised $13 million for handicapped and
burned children through this one tradition.

Mr. Speaker, even in a state known for its
Volunteers, the Kerbela Shriners stand out as
an example of community service and charity.
| call this important work to the attention of my
Colleagues and other readers of the RECORD
and wish them a happy 100th anniversary and
many more years of success in serving our
community.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | was not
present during roll call vote numbers 77, 78,
79, and 80 on February 12, 2015, and roll call
vote numbers 81, 82, and 83 on February 13,
2015, because | was participating in a cyber-
security summit with the President in my Con-
gressional District.

I would like to reflect how | would have

voted:

On roll call vote no. 77 | would have voted
NO.

On roll call vote no. 78 | would have voted
NO.

On roll call vote no. 79 | would have voted
YES.

On roll call vote no. 80 | would have voted
NO.

On roll call vote no. 81 | would have voted
YES.

On roll call vote no. 82 | would have voted
NO.

On roll call vote no. 83 | would have voted
YES.

———

CALLING UPON HOUSE LEADER-
SHIP TO PASS CLEAN DHS FUND-
ING BILL

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, our
hearts and prayers are with the victims of the
Metrolink train crash that took place this early
morning in Oxnard, California.

As of right now, there are no confirmed cas-
ualties and | pray that it stays that way and all
of the injured have a speedy recovery.

| also wish to commend the first responders
who arrived at the scene so rapidly to treat the
victims of the crash.

The nation can be proud of the first re-
sponders at the local, state, and federal level
who selflessly answer the call to service and
risk their lives to keep us safe.
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Mr. Speaker, first responders ask little in re-
turn for the risks they willingly incur.

All they ask is that we support them and
provide them the resources needed to protect
the homeland.

That is why it is absolutely critical that
Speaker BOEHNER bring to the floor imme-
diately a clean Homeland Security funding bill.

House Republicans should stop risking the
security of the homeland to appease the Tea
Party extremist wing of their conference.

Mr. Speaker, there are only 4 days remain-
ing until funding for the Department of Home-
land Security runs out.

If House Republicans were to let that hap-
pen, DHS would be required to shut down
much of the homeland security infrastructure
put in place in the aftermath of the 9/11 ter-
rorist attacks.

Although some DHS employees would con-
tinue to work in the event of a shutdown, they
would be forced to do so without pay, creating
significant disruptions and dealing a blow to
morale.

Among those who would be expected to
protect Americans without getting paid would
be:

1. More than 40,000 Border Patrol agents
and Customs and Border Protection officers;

2. More than 50,000 TSA aviation security
screeners;

3. More than 13,000 Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement law enforcement agents
and officers;

4. More than 40,000 active duty Coast
Guard military members;

5. More than 4,000 Secret Service law en-
forcement agents and officers.

Mr. Speaker, it is time for House Repub-
licans to stop politicizing the funding of this
most essential function of the federal govern-
ment and bring to the floor for debate and
passage of a clean DHS funding bill so that
we can keep our homeland safe.

—

RECOGNIZING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ROLLING MEADOWS, IL-
LINOIS

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the 60th anniversary of the in-
corporation of Rolling Meadows, lllinois.

From its early origins, Rolling Meadows has
been a model for other cities and towns to fol-
low, through its continued dedication to build-
ing a friendly and welcoming community for
residents and visitors alike.

In the years since its founding in 1955 by
Orrin Ford, Rolling Meadows has become a
center of culture and commerce, serving as a
home to families, businesses, professionals,
churches and organizations that have made
this a vibrant and thriving community. Over the
years, Rolling Meadows has developed a well-
deserved reputation as a wonderful place to
live, work and raise a family.

Rolling Meadows has a lasting legacy of
service and prosperity. On this special occa-
sion, in addition to celebrating the incorpora-
tion of their town, the community will also be
honoring 60 original residents and two local
businesses that have operated for the entirety
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of the last 60 years. This impressive milestone
is a testament to the strong foundation built at
Rolling Meadows’ founding and maintained
still today.

Mr. Speaker and Distinguished Colleagues,
please join me in recognizing the 60th anni-
versary of the incorporation of Rolling Mead-
ows, lllinois and wishing her residents a very
successful year ahead.

KAISER PERMANENTE COLORADO
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Kaiser
Permanente Colorado for their outstanding
service and commitment to the community.

Kaiser Permanente Colorado is the state’s
largest nonprofit health plan, proudly working
to improve the lives and health of Colorado
residents for more than 45 years. As one of
the largest businesses in our community, Kai-
ser Permanente Colorado provides com-
prehensive health care services to 630,000
members through 29 medical offices and a
network of affiliated hospitals and physicians.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Kai-
ser Permanente Colorado for their honor by
the West Chamber serving Jefferson County.
| have no doubt they will exhibit the same
commitment to healthcare and service to resi-
dents in the future.

———

SUTTON NORRIS APPOINTMENT TO
UNITED STATES MILITARY
ACADEMY

HON. JODY B. HICE

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in order to congratulate Mr. Sutton
Norris on his appointment to the United States
Military Academy.

Mr. Norris is an incredibly accomplished
young man from Athens, Georgia. Sutton is
the son of Tab and Elizabeth Norris, and will
graduate from the prestigious Prince Avenue
Christian School. During his time there, Sutton
has exhibited his dedication to leadership
while attending the Summer Leadership Expe-
rience at USMA and was awarded the Out-
standing Leader Award.

Among his many accolades, Sutton also
showcased academic prowess while serving
as the president of the National Honor Society
and the National Junior Honor Society.

Mr. Speaker, Sutton Norris is also a young
man who is also is dedicated to improving his
community through service. Sutton organized
Prince Avenue Christian School’s initial partici-
pation in Relay for Life, an organization dedi-
cated to raising awareness about cancer and
funds to combat the disease.

Lastly, Mr. Speaker, | understand that Mr.
Norris is no stranger to the rigorous work ethic
required to be considered as a candidate for
the United States Military Academy. With sev-
eral family members serving in different
branches of the armed services, | am con-
fident that Sutton will accomplish his ultimate
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goal of serving his nation as a United States
soldier.

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to congratu-
late Mr. Sutton Norris.

LEW WILLIAMS

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | am
honored to recognize the outstanding and in-
valuable contributions of African Americans
during Black History Month and all year long.
| am proud to pay tribute to African American
men and women who exemplify the spirit of
selfless and patriotic service.

| rise today to honor the life of a true cham-
pion of education, Lew Williams. His 36-year
career in public service and his tireless efforts
to improve the lives of children will be remem-
bered forever. Born in Baker County, Georgia,
Mr. Williams grew up in poverty and knew
education was his ticket to a better life. He
earned his Bachelor's Degree from Allen Uni-
versity in Columbia, South Carolina and his
Masters Degree from South Carolina State
University. He married his beloved wife,
Arthurene Sims and they had two children:
Brandi, a literacy specialist at Melrose Ele-
mentary, and Brandon, a student at Stetson
University College of Law.

In 1970, Mr. Williams began his career in
education as a social studies teacher at Dun-
edin Middle. He soon rose to be principal of
Fairmount Park, South Ward, Dunedin Ele-
mentary, and Seminole Middle as well as
Pinellas Park High. He became the Director of
School Operations in 1987 and was promoted
to Associate Superintendent for Pupil Assign-
ment and Area Il Superintendent of Pinellas
County Schools before his retirement in 2005.
Mr. Williams was elected to Pinellas County
School Board in 2010.

Although Mr. Williams was a soft-spoken
man, when he spoke people listened. In his
tireless dedication to his students, he wanted
not only to educate them through books, but
to equip them with life skills to succeed. He
recognized the challenges that low-income
and minority students faced, so he worked
tirelessly to build relationships and connect
with children and their families. He constantly
pushed to create opportunities for those stu-
dents some may have forgotten.

Mr. Williams always seemed to have the
pulse of the district's needs and how to ad-
dress them. He faced budget crises head-on
while closing the achievement gap between
races and income levels. He saw the need
and spearheaded an effort to implement
measures that dealt with chronically disruptive
students in ways that integrated rather than
alienated. He strived to give parents the tools
they need to help their children succeed in
academics and life.

After his retirement in 2005, he and his wife
ran a preschool and he subsequently won the
School Board seat. His slogan was “Keep the
main thing the main thing.” And that philos-
ophy defined his approach of always putting
children first regardless of status or race. Mr.
Williams passed away December 3, 2011 but
his legacy will live on through the many stu-
dent’s lives he has changed for the better.
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TRIBUTE TO AUTUMN GADOUA
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor a very special 7th grader from Ham-
burg, lowa, located in the 3rd Congressional
District which | represent. Autumn Gadoua is
the statewide winner in the lowa League of
Cities 5th Annual “If | Were Mayor” essay
contest.

This annual essay contest allows students
to form and express ideas regarding citizen-
ship and leadership. Autumn and the other
district winners are being recognized today at
a ceremony at the lowa State Capitol Building
in Des Moines.

In her essay Autumn wrote that if she were
mayor of her hometown she would pursue
policies that preserve the town’s history and
the historical brick buildings for current and
new businesses. She notes that this policy
would connect the past to the present and
promote growth for the future.

Mayor Gadoua would also work for opportu-
nities to help businesses thrive, bring new
businesses and families to the town, promote
green solutions, recycling, and support police
officers and firefighters to keep them and the
citizens of the community safe.

Autumn concluded her essay by saying, “I
would visit the school in my community to
teach children the responsibilities of a mayor
and give examples of good citizenship. To
help children grow and learn, | would establish
an after school youth club. Being mayor is a
big responsibility, but one that is rewarding
and important to me.”

| applaud and congratulate Autumn for her
award winning essay and for proving that the
next generation of leaders in lowa and this na-
tion are already preparing for their time of
service. | am proud to represent Autumn and
her family, her teachers and fellow students in
the United States Congress. | know that my
colleagues join me in congratulating Autumn
Gadoua and wishing her well and continued
success in the future.

———

HONORING ADAM CEARLEY

HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor an exceptional young man
whose financial acumen just made his college
expenses less of a burden. In the process of
doing so, he’s learned some valuable life
skills.

Round Rock High School freshman Adam
Cearley was awarded a $20,000 scholarship
after ranking sixth among 11,000 students na-
tionwide in the H&R Block Budget Challenge.
This innovative two-month, in-school simula-
tion tasked students to manage money online
based on a fictional profile. Students received
a virtual salary, which they used to pay bills,
invest in retirement, and manage loans to get
points. Adam took to the challenging project
early on, impressing both his peers and his
teachers with his sound money management.
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Not only does the simulation serve as a fun
activity to ease students into business les-
sons, it's important for teenagers to learn fi-
nancial lessons early. The skills teens like
Adam learn from this will serve them well
throughout their lives.

Young leaders like Adam Cearley show that
the future for our nation is a bright one. | con-
gratulate him on his great achievement and
wish him nothing but the best in the years
ahead.

JIM AND KATE CURTIS

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Jim and Kate
Curtis for their outstanding dedication to their
local community.

Owners of the Village Roaster since 1979,
Jim and Kate Curtis have been proudly pro-
viding Jefferson County and Lakewood resi-
dents with some of the best coffee, tea, spices
and gift selections from around the world. In
addition to running the Village Roaster, the
two have worked to support their community
for their entire lives continually giving of them-
selves and their coffee.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Jim
and Kate Curtis for their honor as Members of
the Year by the West Chamber serving Jeffer-
son County. | have no doubt they will exhibit
the same community service and dedication in
the future.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE TRANSIT
TAX PARITY ACT OF 2015

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, | intro-
duce the Transit Tax Parity Act of 2015. The
bill would expand federal commuter tax bene-
fits for transit and make them equal to those
for parking. Currently, the transit benefit is half
the level of the parking benefit. This bill would
permanently raise the transit benefit to equal
the parking benefit for commuters, in an effort
to equalize the commuter options and to re-
duce congestion and pollution.

This bill would encourage commuters to use
transit by equalizing tax benefits for mass
transit and parking benefits at a time when
transit systems have precipitously lost riders
because of the inequality in benefits. Con-
gress did the sensible thing when it increased
the commuter benefit cap to be the same as
parking in previous years, but when that parity
ended, transit benefits decreased to $130, just
over half the benefits for driving. The decrease
in transit benefits has led to a striking reduc-
tion in transit system ridership across the
country. For example, the Washington Metro-
politan Area Transit Authority (WMATA), the
second largest transit system in the nation,
runs throughout the national capital region and
has seen a 25 percent decrease in Metrorail
commuters, with riders switching to alternative
means of commuting once they reach the
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$130 limit. Congressional action is urgently
needed to make federal tax benefits for transit
and parking equal at $250.

Millions of people commute in and out of cit-
ies every day, bolstering the American econ-
omy and improving the overall well-being of
the country. Why would we want to encourage
people to drive rather than use mass transit?
At the very least, there is no excuse for pref-
erential treatment of driving. There are also
environmental benefits that result from encour-
aging commuters to use mass transit and
commuter rail instead of driving. Greater use
of transit is consistent with the goals of reduc-
ing pollution from auto emissions, improving
public health and reducing traffic congestion,
which adds huge costs to the American econ-
omy and disrupts family life.

| strongly urge my colleagues to support the
legislation.

JETIE WILDS

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | am
honored to recognize the outstanding and in-
valuable contributions of African Americans
during Black History Month and all year long.
| am proud to pay tribute to African American
men and women who exemplify the spirit of
selfless and patriotic service.

| rise today to pay tribute to a truly gifted
leader of the Tampa Bay community, Mr. Jetie
Wilds. Mr. Wilds dedicated his life to educating
people about public service, bringing commu-
nities together, and inspiring a way forward for
all people in Tampa. Today it is a privilege for
me to honor his incredible legacy.

Mr. Wilds was born in Tampa, Florida to a
family of 12 children. At a young age, Mr.
Wilds volunteered on political campaigns and
developed a passion for political activism and
engagement. This strong commitment to
bettering the community led him to Morehouse
College in Atlanta where he obtained a Bach-
elor's degree. He was deeply involved in the
civil rights movement by regularly participating
in peace marches and sit-ins. During this time,
Mr. Wilds married his wife of over 49 years,
Ozepher. Mr. Wilds then began his career
staying true to his roots as a public servant by
becoming a middle school math teacher.

Mr. Wilds’ public advocacy was not limited
to civil rights; he was an ardent environ-
mentalist who served as a community orga-
nizer for greater environmental regulations in
Portland, Oregon. While there, he obtained a
Master’s degree in urban planning at Portland
State University. His knowledge of environ-
mental policy later led him to Washington,
D.C. where he conducted research on the im-
pact of environmental regulations on the Afri-
can American community.

Mr. Wilds returned to Tampa in 1996 and
spearheaded his now locally renowned radio
show, Citizen’s Report. During each broad-
cast, Mr. Wilds brought to light the significant
issues facing the Tampa Bay community. He
quickly developed a rapport with his audience
because of his intellect and candor that kept
the show on air for over 15 years. His efforts
to educate and inspire action on important po-
litical issues continued through his weekly col-
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umn in Tampa’s trilingual newspaper, La
Gaceta. This column consistently provided a
profound perspective on issues that tran-
scended cultural and racial boundaries.

Mr. Wilds’ leadership and tireless work
earned him numerous accolades including
Man of the Year from the Portland Junior
Chamber of Commerce, Boss of the Year from
the Professional Women’s Organization and
Distinguished College Alumnus from the Na-
tional Association for Equal Opportunity in
Higher Education.

Mr. Wilds will always be remembered as a
leader who united people of all races and
ethnicities for the common cause of commu-
nity betterment. Whether he was running for
office, teaching a class or providing an insight-
ful voice for our community on the radio—Jetie
Wilds was a true public servant. On Sep-
tember 21, 2014, Mr. Wilds passed away at
the age of 74. Mr. Speaker, | join the Tampa
Bay community in thanking Mr. Jetie Wilds, Jr.
for his lifelong service to the State of Florida.

—

IN HONOR OF MRS. MILDRED
PARISH MASSEY

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance
that | rise today to pay tribute to an excep-
tional woman and outstanding citizen, Mrs.
Mildred Parish Massey. Sadly, Mrs. Massey,
the mother of our dear friend and colleague,
Congresswoman BARBARA LEE, passed away
on Monday, February 16, 2015. Funeral serv-
ices will be held on Thursday, February 26,
2015 at Allen Temple Baptist Church in Oak-
land, California.

Mildred Parish Massey was born in El Paso,
Texas on June 6, 1924 to William Calhoun
and Willie Pointer Parish. With her sisters,
Juanita and Lois, Mrs. Massey attended Doug-
lass Elementary and High School in El Paso,
where she played the saxophone in the band
and marched in the Sun Bowl Parade. She
then earned a scholarship to attend Tillotson
College in Austin, Texas and later transferred
to Southern University in Baton Rouge, Lou-
isiana to study business administration. After
college, Mrs. Massey worked for a time as
registrar and secretary to the president of
what is now Norfolk State University in Ports-
mouth, Virginia. She then returned to El Paso
and gave birth to three daughters between
1946 and 1952, Congresswoman BARBARA
LEE, Mrs. Mildred Whitfield and Mrs. Beverly
Hardy.

Mrs. Massey’s daughters never had to look
far for an outstanding role model. While at
Southern University, Mrs. Massey had boy-
cotted a sorority which barred a friend from
pledging because of the darkness of her skin.
She even organized for revered civil rights
leader Mary McLeod Bethune to go to the uni-
versity to help change the policy. Because of
Mrs. Massey’s efforts, the discriminatory prac-
tice was ended. Then, when El Paso began
integrating its public schools, she was one of
the first seven African-American students to
integrate Texas Western College, now the
University of Texas at El Paso.

Mrs. Massey made history by being the first
African American to be hired in not one, but
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multiple positions. She was the first black cler-
ical worker at Ft. Bliss, Texas in the Postal Lo-
cator. After she moved to San Fernando, Cali-
fornia in 1960, she was the first African Amer-
ican to work at the Raymond Lamp Company,
at the Veterans Administration Hospital in
Sylmar, California, as Assistant Manager of
the Lerner Dress Store in Panorama City,
California, and as Manager of the Rembrandt
Sign Company in San Fernando. In short, Mrs.
Massey’s life in and of itself was a testament
to the advancement of African Americans be-
fore, during, and after the Civil Rights Move-
ment.

Mrs. Massey was not only a trailblazer but
also a devoted mother. At one point, she
worked three jobs to support her daughters
and aging father. Mrs. Massey was so dedi-
cated to her children that after her retirement,
she worked for another twelve years to help
found and manage her daughter Congress-
woman BARBARA LEE’s business. Throughout
her life, this love and devotion continued to
extend to not just her daughters, but her
seven grandchildren, sixteen great grand-
children and one great, great grandchild as
well.

Maya Angelou once said, “A great soul
serves everyone all the time. A great soul
never dies.”

Mrs. Massey is one such great soul, who
served humanity in a special way. Each day
she graced the people around her with an en-
thusiastic sincerity of presence. Her impres-
sion on this earth extends beyond herself to
those whom she inspired and supported, and
for it she will be remembered for time to
come.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to join me and my
wife, Vivian, in paying tribute to Mrs. Mildred
Parish Massey for the inspiring life that she
led. We stand united with Congresswoman
BARBARA LEE and we extend our deepest
sympathies to her family, friends and loved
ones during this difficult time. We pray that
they will be consoled and comforted by an
abiding faith and the Holy Spirit in the days,
weeks and months ahead.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF THE SNAP
WORK OPPORTUNITY ACT

HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, due to a
policy oversight, 1 million adults who are look-
ing for work but are unsuccessful at risk to
lose their eligibility for Supplement Nutrition
Assistance Benefits in 2016. My Colleague
Representative SuzaN DELBENE and | are in-
troducing simple legislation today that would
address this issue, and ensure no one falls
through the cracks. Our bill is called the SNAP
Work Opportunity Act.

The SNAP work requirement was estab-
lished on the assumption that anyone who
couldn’t find work would take part in a job
training or workfare program in order to con-
tinue receiving SNAP benefits. Unfortunately,
as former President Clinton highlighted when
he signed the bill into law, there is not also a
requirement for states to offer their unem-
ployed citizens an opportunity to participate in
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a job training or workfare program. While
many states may have qualifying programs,
only five states guarantee a spot to those
adults subject to the work requirement. As a
result, even if someone is actively looking for
work but can't find it, they can lose their eligi-
bility for SNAP benefits.

Recently, this issue hasn’t been at the fore-
front. The economic downturn has made
states eligible for waivers to the work require-
ment because of high and sustained in-state
unemployment. Almost all states—42—are eli-
gible for and using a waiver in 2015. However,
the economy’s continued growth is expected
to prevent most states from qualifying for the
waivers in 2016. While economic growth is a
great thing, it doesn’t mean that everyone has
a job nor does it mean that everyone looking
for a job is able to get one. As a result of the
loss of waivers, the CBPP predicts more than
1 million adults who are unable to find jobs
and aren’t offered an opportunity to take part
in a job training or workfare program could
lose their eligibility for SNAP benefits in 2016.

The SNAP Work Opportunity Act would
make the 3 month limit for eligibility only apply
if a person was offered a job training or
workfare opportunity. With this fix, those who
are looking for work aren’t penalized because
their state doesn’t have the resources to offer
a job training or work program.

SEYFER SPECIALTIES
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Seyfer Spe-
cialties for receiving the 2014 Wheat Ridge
Reinvestment Award. This award recognizes a
business that invests in a significant improve-
ment or maintains an excellent level of quality
in a business property.

Seyfer Specialties was established in 1961
and is primarily focused on restoring classic
cars and building hotrods, so it is fitting that
they purchased an old dilapidated barn and
rebuilt it into a modern performance garage
while still emphasizing the classic barn-style.
Seyfer delivers a great service with a knowl-
edgeable and friendly staff, and they are a
classic component of the Wheat Ridge Com-
munity.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Seyfer Specialties for this well-deserved rec-
ognition by the City of Wheat Ridge and the
Wheat Ridge Business Association.

HONORING MR. ROY L. CLAY
HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
the extraordinary life of Mr. Roy L. Clay.
Known throughout the San Francisco Bay
Area and the nation as a computer engineer,
investor, community leader and a dedicated
husband and father, Mr. Clay has left an indel-
ible mark on our nation.

Mr. Roy L. Clay was born in Kinloch, Mis-
souri on August 22, 1929. Even at a young
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age, Mr. Clay was inspired to learn. In 1947,
seven years prior to the Supreme Court’s
1954 decision in Brown v. Board of Education,
Mr. Clay was granted an academic scholar-
ship to attend Saint Louis University. He grad-
uated in 1951 with a Bachelor of Science in
Mathematics and, by 1956, he was among the
first modern computer programmers.

After serving as a computer programmer in
what is now the Lawrence Livermore National
Laboratory in California, Mr. Clay was invited
to join David Packard, co-founder of Hewlett-
Packard Co., to build the first reliable com-
puter. Mr. Clay established software develop-
ment, directed research and development of
all computer products, and served as the Gen-
eral Manager of the computer division. By the
time he left Hewlett-Packard, he was the high-
est ranking African American employee in the
company.

Mr. Clay’s contributions to the information
technology sector continued to grow. In 1971,
Mr. Roy L. Clay consulted with Kleiner Perkins
Caulfield and Byers, a venture capital firm, to
evaluate their investments in computer related
firms such as Tandem Computer Company,
Compaq Computer Company, and Intel. Then,
in 1977, Mr. Clay founded ROD-Electronics to
develop the first electronically controlled Di-
electric Withstand tester. This test ensured
that a product is safe from fire or electrical
shock. Hewlett-Packard Co., IBM, AT&T, and
Xerox adopted his Dielectric Withstand tester
and added it to their production lines. In 2003,
in recognition of his many accomplishments in
Silicon Valley, Mr. Clay was inducted into the
Silicon Valley Engineering Council’'s Hall of
Fame.

Beyond his contributions to the information
technology sector, Mr. Roy Clay has been a
dedicated member of his community. He was
the first African American to serve as City
Councilman and Vice Mayor for the City of
Palo Alto in 1973. Mr. Clay is also a Founder
and Emeritus Board Member of the Olympic
Club of San Francisco Foundation; founded
with the purpose of generating funds to sup-
port underprivileged children in the nine coun-
ties of the San Francisco Bay Area.

Today, California’s 13th Congressional Dis-
trict salutes and honors an outstanding indi-
vidual, Mr. Roy L. Clay. His dedication and ef-
forts in the information technology sector have
impacted so many lives and helped to break
the barrier for many African Americans
throughout California and the nation.

TRIBUTE TO DR. DANE A. MILLER
HON. TODD ROKITA

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker | rise today to
honor a distinguished Hoosier, Dr. Dane A.
Miller, whom passed away on February 10,
2015. | would like to express my appreciation
for his community and economic development
leadership in our state and nation. Most impor-
tant to me, he was a friend who always gave
me good, direct advice.

Although Dr. Miller was born and raised a
Buckeye, Hoosiers are proud to claim him as
one of our own. Dr. Miller graduated from
General Motors Institute with a B.S. in Me-
chanical Materials Science Engineering, and a
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Masters degree in Materials Science from the
University of Cincinnati. While performing as
Director of Biomedical Engineering for Zimmer
U.S.A. in Warsaw, Indiana, Dr. Miller simulta-
neously earned his Ph.D. in Biomedical Engi-
neering from the University of Cincinnati.

Shortly after earning his doctorate, Dr. Miller
served as Director of Biomedical Engineering
for Cutter Biomedical. After three years he re-
turned to Warsaw and joined three others to
form Biomet, Inc. which eventually became
one of the premier orthopedic manufacturing
companies in the world. He would later start
several more companies in the medical device
industry, helping cement Warsaw, Indiana, as
“The Orthopedic Capital of the World”.

Dr. Miller had served on numerous boards,
including as Director of Biomet 3i, LLC,
Biomet Sports Medicine, LLC, Soft Tissue Re-
generation, Inc., and 1st Source Corporation.
He also devoted his time and entrepreneurial
spirit to his adopted home as Director of the
Indiana Economic Development Corporation.
As a proud alumnus, Dr. Miller also served as
Trustee to the University of Cincinnati Founda-
tion.

Dr. Miller was highly regarded in his com-
munity for his philanthropic and business en-
deavors. He was often recognized for this
leadership earning many awards and honors
throughout his life including: Outstanding
Small Business Person in the State of Indiana,
Business Week’'s Top Performing CEO, War-
saw Chamber of Commerce Man of the Year,
and the Phoenix Lifetime Achievement Award
for the Healthcare Industry. Dr. and Mrs. Miller
established the Dr. Dane and Mary Louise Mil-
ler Foundation in order to provide financial as-
sistance to various charitable organizations
and educational scholarships.

Dr. Miller leaves his beloved wife Mary Lou-
ise, two daughters and four grandchildren to
carry on his innovative and entrepreneurial
spirit. His work helped drive advancements in
biomaterials and implant design that helped
patients around the world live better lives. His
academic and economic contributions, both di-
rect results of his pioneering efforts, to our
state and its citizens will be an endearing leg-
acy for future generations of Hoosiers.

———

LOGAN HUGHES APPOINTMENT TO
UNITED STATES MILITARY
ACADEMY

HON. JODY B. HICE

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in order to congratulate Mr. Logan
Hughes on his appointment to the United
States Military Academy.

Mr. Hughes is an incredibly accomplished
young man from Evans, Georgia. Logan is the
son of Michael and Laura Hughes, and will
graduate from Greenbrier High School. During
his time there, Logan has exhibited dedication
to leadership while serving as the High School
NJRTOC Battalion Executive Officer.

Among his many accolades, Logan also
showcased academic prowess by his involve-
ment with the National Honor Society, and the
Spanish Honor Society.



February 24, 2015

Mr. Speaker, Logan Hughes is also a young
man who is dedicated to improving his com-
munity through service. Logan led service ef-
forts at Wesley United Methodist Church as a
service acolyte.

Lastly, Mr. Speaker, | understand that Mr.
Hughes is no stranger to the rigorous work
ethic required to be considered as a candidate
for the United States Military Academy. With
Mr. Hughes’ grandfather as outstanding exam-
ple of an Army Officer, | am confident that
Logan will accomplish his ultimate goal of
serving his nation as a United States soldier.

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to congratu-
late Mr. Logan Hughes.

BANNER SIGNS AND DECALS
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Banner Signs
and Decals for their outstanding service and
commitment to the community.

Dan, Carol and Jeff Lundin bought the com-
pany in 2007 with a vision to ultimately make
Banner Signs and Decals one of the best sign
companies in Colorado. The original business
had been located at Colfax and Carr for more
than 11 years. The Lundins recently moved
the business to the new 40 West Arts District
at Teller and Colfax. This Small Business of
the Year goes above and beyond for their cus-
tomers and their local community each and
every day.

| extend my deepest congratulations to the
Lundin family and Banner Signs and Decals
for their honor by the West Chamber serving
Jefferson County. | have no doubt they will ex-
hibit the same commitment and service in all
future accomplishments.

INTRODUCING A RESOLUTION DES-
IGNATING AUGUST 6TH AS NA-
TIONAL VOTING RIGHTS DAY

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce a resolution designating August 6th
as National Voting Rights Day.

On August 6, 1965, President Lyndon B.
Johnson signed the Voting Rights Act into law.
The Act not only outlawed discriminatory vot-
ing practices and exponentially expanded the
level of African American voter registration
and participation, but also vastly increased the
number of African American and other minority
elected officials. For nearly five decades the
Voting Rights Act has served as our nation’s
most important safeguard against racial dis-
crimination in our electoral system. As we pre-
pare to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of
its passage, establishing a day recognizing its
magnitude will pay homage to this trans-
formative law, which remains one of the most
effective pieces of civil rights legislation ever
enacted, and will serve as a critical reminder
of the importance of continued efforts to en-
sure that all Americans are able to fully partici-
pate in our electoral process.
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| am pleased be joined by 36 of my col-
leagues in introducing this resolution. They in-
clude: Representatives: MARK TAKAI (D-HI),
ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON (D-DC), JOHN
GARAMENDI (D—-CA), GREGORY MEEKS (D-NY),
DEREK KILMER (D-WA), CHARLES RANGEL (D—
NY), BETTY McCoLLum (D—MN), PETER WELCH
(D-VT), TED DEUTCH (D-FL), TERRI SEWELL
(D—-AL), ROBERT BRADY (D—-PA), FREDERICA
WILSON (D—FL), SANFORD BISHOP, Jr. (D-GA),
PATRICK MURPHY (D—FL), MAXINE WATERS (D—
CA), DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ (D-FL),
CHERI BusTos (D-IL), JUAN VARGAs (D-CA),
Juby CHU (D-CA), MARcY KAPTUR (D-OH),
GWEN MOORE (D-WI), ANDRE CARSON (D-IN),
JOYCE BEATTY (D-OH), MIKE HONDA (D-CA),
LOUISE SLAUGHTER (D-NY), ADAM SMITH (D-
WA), AL GREEN (D-TX), BoBBY ScoTT (D-
VA), CORRINE BROWN (D-FL), ELIJAH CuMm-
MINGS (D-MD), MARCIA FUDGE (D—OH), STEVE
COHEN (D-TN), EARL BLUMENAUER (D-OR),
JOHN YARMUTH (D-KY) and KATHY CASTOR
(D-FL).

Mr. Speaker, as we celebrate Black History
Month, | urge my colleagues to co-sponsor
this resolution, so that we may all properly
recognize the significance of the Voting Rights
Act by designating August 6th as National Vot-
ing Rights Day.

————

HONORING SOUTH TOMS RIVER
MAYOR OSCAR CRADLE

HON. THOMAS MacARTHUR

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. MACARTHUR. Mr. Speaker, in honor of
Black History Month, | rise to recognize a
prominent leader in my district who has gone
above and beyond to help better our commu-
nity. That man is Mayor Oscar Cradle from
South Toms River. Through his work and his
life, Oscar has greatly improved our commu-
nity for his neighbors, friends, and all those
who are lucky enough to know him.

Mayor Cradle has been a resident of Ocean
County for sixty years. Growing up in South
Toms River, Oscar was a member of youth
choir and Sunday school at Wells Chapel
AME Church. After graduating from Toms
River High School, he enrolled in Hampton In-
stitute and studied mathematics. After facing
issues with addiction, Oscar overcame his
struggles and decided he wanted to focus on
helping others in his community battle this ter-
rible disease.

Oscar became involved with several dif-
ferent organizations in South Toms River. With
his own journey in mind, he helped create the
South Toms River Alcoholics Anonymous, the
South Toms River Narcotics Anonymous, and
the South Toms River Neighborhood Watch
Committee. But his work didn’'t stop there—he
recently founded the South Toms River Histor-
ical Society to help preserve the history of this
great town. At Wells Chapel AME Church,
Oscar has been ordained as a Reverend and
helped to create the church’s Community Out-
reach Center. Additionally, Oscar has served
his community as an elected member of the
South Toms River Borough Council for seven
terms and was elected as the town’s mayor on
November 4, 2014.

Oscar’s dedication to improving the lives of
those around him is remarkable. Mr. Speaker,
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we are all blessed to know Oscar, and are
grateful for the impact that he has made in our
community. South Toms River would not be
the same without him.

GWEN REESE
HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | am
honored to recognize the outstanding and in-
valuable contributions of African Americans
during Black History Month and all year long.
| am proud to pay tribute to African American
men and women who exemplify the spirit of
selfless and patriotic service.

| rise today to honor a dedicated community
leader and equal rights champion, Gwen
Reese of St. Petersburg, Florida. Ms. Reese
was born in St. Petersburg and is a proud
graduate of Gibbs High School as well as St.
Petersburg Junior College. Ms. Reese has
dedicated her career to supporting initiatives
that lift families. She began as a counselor for
Adolescent Pregnancy and Parenting Services
for the YWCA of Tampa Bay. Thanks to her
passion and diligent work, she was consist-
ently promoted, rising to become the Director
of Administrative Services of the YWCA of
Tampa from 1994-1999. Ms. Reese continued
to be a voice for Florida families by serving as
a Coordinator for both Healthy Start of
Pinellas and the Midtown Health Council. In
both capacities she focused on reducing infant
mortality as well as other initiatives designed
to improve the effectiveness of health care de-
livery and outcomes.

Ms. Reese’s unrelenting service has led her
to play an important role in numerous service
organizations and projects in Tampa Bay. Cur-
rently, she serves as the District Manager of
Professional Opportunities Program for Stu-
dents (POPS) Inc. which provides career sem-
inars, college tours, internships, and commu-
nity service projects to assist area high school
students in exploring and experiencing dif-
ferent career goals. Furthermore, Ms. Reese
organizes the annual Stand Against Racism
event and the Week Without Violence activi-
ties. These events bring attention to significant
issues facing our community.

Ms. Reese has been an outspoken advo-
cate for preserving the history of African
Americans’ contributions to the St. Petersburg
community. Her passion led to her selection
as the President of the African American Herit-
age Association. Under her leadership, the Af-
rican American Heritage Association devel-
oped a walking trail through historic neighbor-
hoods in St. Petersburg. It captured the oral
histories of the great people like those who
built tracks for the Orange Belt Railway, laid
Augusta blocks in the Historic Old Northeast,
and made the prized hex blocks seen on
some city sidewalks.

Ms. Reese brought the St. Petersburg com-
munity together through this project. She has
witnessed great moments in the community
created by the project. Her favorite instance
was when 25 high school students from Gibbs
High School, Pinellas County’s first public high
school for black students, interviewed the resi-
dents who had witnessed immense changes in
the community on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day.
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We truly appreciate the outstanding work
that Ms. Reese has done to preserve and ven-
erate the history and contributions of African
Americans. Mr. Speaker, please join me in
commending Ms. Reese for her wonderful
service to Pinellas County and to the State of
Florida.

EXTRAORDINARY AMBASSADOR

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, during the President's Day break, | was
grateful to chair a House Armed Services
Committee delegation to the United Arab
Emirates, Afghanistan, Kuwait, Jordan, and
Iraq.

With Congressmen BRAD ASHFORD, SETH
MOULTON, and ELISE STEFANIK, we met world
leaders in the midst of forcefully protecting
their citizens in the Global War on Terrorism.

Coordinating the itinerary were House pro-
fessional staffers Pete Villano and Lindsay
Kavanaugh, with military input by Major Brad
Grane, U.S. Army, Colonel Dan Greenwood,
U.S. Marine Corps, and Major Tony Garofano,
U.S. Marine Corps.

At each step we were greeted and briefed
by experienced, dedicated, and enthusiastic
U.S. Ambassadors, including Barbara Leaf at
Abu Dhabi in the UAE, Michael McKinley in
Afghanistan, Alice Wells in Jordan, Douglas
Silliman in Kuwait, and Stuart Jones in Iraqg.
Each has recruited talented foreign-service of-
ficers to promote warm relations with our allies
in the Middle East and Central Asia.

A key way to protect American citizens at
home from terrorists is to promote stable,
prosperous, and unified allies abroad. Radical
Islamists have declared war on Americans and
plan to exterminate Jews. Moreover, in the
last ten days, they have slaughtered their fel-
low Muslims from Peshawar, Pakistan, in a
mosque, to burning alive over 30 innocent ci-
vilians in al-Baghdadi, Irag, while beheading
21 Egyptian Coptic Christians in Libya, and
murdering Jews in Copenhagen.

In conclusion, God Bless our Troops, and
may the President by his actions never forget
September 11th in the Global War on Ter-
rorism.

CASA

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates for Children
(CASA) of Jefferson and Gilpin Counties for
their outstanding service to the local commu-
nity.

CASA’s mission is to provide trained volun-
teers to advocate in court for the safety and
well-being of abused and neglected children.
CASA volunteers attend 35 hours of intensive
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training before being appointed to a case of
child abuse or neglect. Each volunteer com-
mits to stay with the case until it has con-
cluded to ensure they are able to advocate for
the child’s best interests in the areas of edu-
cation, health, foster placement, and most im-
portantly a permanent and safe home.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
CASA of Jefferson and Gilpin Counties for
their honor as Nonprofit of the Year by the
West Chamber serving Jefferson County. |
have no doubt they will exhibit the same serv-
ice and dedication in all future accomplish-
ments.

———

IN MEMORY OF MRS. MARY GAILE
EDWARDS WINGARD

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in honor of Mary Gaile Edwards Wingard, who
died peacefully in the presence of her beloved
family on Tuesday, January 27, 2015. Gaile
was a pillar of the Jacksonville community. An
avid volunteer and both loving mother and
grandmother, she was dearly loved by every-
one who knew her. The First Coast will truly
miss this incredible woman.

With a ready smile, quick wit, and abundant
southern charm, Gaile made everyone she
met feel at ease. She lived her life with a pas-
sionate devotion to her loved ones and her
family. Whether it was volunteering for one of
the numerous organizations around town or
simply living the role of loving grandmother,
Gaile never did anything half-way. Jacksonville
will be forever thankful for her selfless dedica-
tion.

Gaile’s quiet strength and loving spirit will
long be remembered by our city. She is sur-
vived by her husband, Dr. Joseph Theodore
Wingard, Jr.; her children, Joseph Theodore
Wingard Il and his wife Pam, Jonathan David
Wingard and his wife Heather, and Katherine
Wingard Sherman and her husband Nate; her
grandsons, Matthew Alexander Wingard, Jon-
athan Michael Wingard, Jonathan Ramsay
Wingard, Joseph Theodore Wingard, Nathan-
iel Alden Sherman, Jr., and an unborn grand-
daughter to be named Beatrice Gaile Sher-
man; her sister Jeanne Edwards Yarborough;
and six nieces.

My thoughts and prayers go out to the
Wingard family. | am forever grateful to have
known such an amazing woman.

————

IN HONOR OF THE UNI-CAPITOL
WASHINGTON INTERNSHIP PRO-
GRAM

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Uni-Capitol Washington Internship
Program. This program is a wonderful edu-
cational and cultural exchange for both the
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congressional intern and office. The Uni-Cap-
itol Washington Internship Program annually
delivers some of Australia’s best and brightest
university students for two month internships
in our offices. During their time in our nation’s
Capitol, these student-ambassadors continue
to develop their commitment to civic engage-
ment and public service.

This year | welcomed student-ambassador
Emma Lee who has been a great example of
the high quality students who are involved in
this program. Emma is a Masters candidate
from the University of Sydney, with a Bachelor
of Arts from the University of Wollongong
where she was a Dean’s Scholar. She has
been an invaluable asset to our office these
past two months.

Throughout her time in this office, she has
had the chance to pursue her interests on a
range of issues, from foreign affairs, human
rights, and diplomacy to food security and the
environment. She has attended committee
briefings, drafted constituent correspondence,
and assisted my staff with research. Her Aus-
tralian accent has garnered the attention of
many of my constituents on tours and over the
phone. She is often asked to share her experi-
ences in Washington, DC.

| ask my colleagues to join with me in rec-
ognizing the contributions of the Uni-Capitol
Internship Program and to thank Emma Lee
for her participation, time, and hard work.

——————

REMEMBERING THE LIVES LOST
DURING THE KHOJALY MAS-
SACRE AND “BLACK JANUARY”
IN AZERBAIJAN

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today for
very important reasons. First, | would like to
commemorate the tragedy that took place in
Khojaly, Azerbaijan, where on February 25,
1992, 23 years ago, 444 mostly elderly men,
106 women and 63 children were brutally
killed. Please join me in recognizing the hor-
rific atrocities that took place during the month
of February in Khojaly, Azerbaijan.

Secondly, | would like to recognize the night
of January 19, 1990, as “Black January.” On
this day, 26,000 Soviet troops invaded the
capital city of Baku and surrounding areas. By
the end of the following day, more than 130
people had died, 611 were injured, 841 were
arrested and 5 were missing. This event is
memorialized as “Black January,” and, for the
citizens of the Republic of Azerbaijan this
event left an indelible mark on their minds and
hearts.

Although Azerbaijan thrives today, the peo-
ple of Azerbaijan recognize those who lost
their lives in Black January, 1990, and honor
their sacrifice through their commitment to the
ideals of democracy.

Mr. Speaker, Azerbaijan is a strong ally of
the United States in a strategically important
and complex region of the world. | ask my col-
leagues to join me and our Azerbaijani friends
in commemorating the tragedy that occurred in
the town of Khojaly as well as Black January.
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CONGRATULATING KORINNA
BROWN ON BEING NAMED A TOP
HONOREE BY THE 2015 PRUDEN-
TIAL SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY
AWARD PROGRAM

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to congratulate and honor a young student
from my district who has achieved national
recognition for exemplary volunteer service in
her community. Ms. Korinna Brown of Bunker
Hill has just been named one of the top hon-
orees in Indiana by the 2015 Prudential Spirit
of Community Awards program, an annual
honor bestowed upon the most impressive
student volunteers in every state, including the
District of Columbia.

Ms. Brown is being recognized for her pas-
sion of volunteer service that began with her
diagnosis of primary immune deficiency at age
six. Since that time, she has raised $150,000
through organizing Relay for Life teams and
creating the iroK Foundation in 2009 to help
support children diagnosed with cancer and
blood diseases.

Given the challenges we face today, it is
vital that we encourage and recognize the kind
of selfless contributions that these young citi-
zens have made. Young volunteers like Ms.
Brown are inspiring examples to all of us, and
are among our brightest hopes for a better to-
morrow.

The program that brought this young role
model to our attention—The Prudential Spirit
of Community Awards—was created by Pru-
dential Financial in partnership with the Na-
tional Association of Secondary School Prin-
cipals in 1995. It is used to impress upon all
youth volunteers that their contributions are
critical and highly valued, and inspire other
young people to follow their example. Over the
past 20 years, the program has become the
nation’s largest youth recognition effort based
solely on community service, and has honored
more than 100,000 young volunteers at the
local, state and national level.

Ms. Brown should be extremely proud to
have been singled out from the thousands of
dedicated volunteers who participated in this
year's program. | heartily applaud Ms. Brown
for her initiative in seeking to make her com-
munity a better place to live, and for the posi-
tive impact she has had on the lives of others.
She has demonstrated a level of commitment
and accomplishment that is truly extraordinary
in today’s world, and deserves our sincere ad-
miration and respect. Her actions show that
young Americans can—and do—play impor-
tant roles in our communities, and continue to
hold tremendous promise for our future.

———

HONORING BRYAN BILL

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to remember
the life, legacy and love of Bryan Bill, a man
who touched everyone he met throughout his
life.
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Bryan was born and raised in San Rafael,
California and loved his time in the beautiful
Golden state. It was there, from a very young
age, that Bryan developed an intense curi-
osity, explosive creativity and strong artistic in-
clination. His mother Cheryl vividly recalls:
“From the time he was a little boy he could
draw beautifully, he became more inventive—
there was never a time when he wasn’t
sketching.” It was clear that Bryan was a tal-
ented, exceptional individual.

Still, like any child, Bryan had his obstacles.
Parents, Cheryl and Bill, were told that their 7
year old son had behavioral problems, and
like any loving parents they sought to remedy
the situation. Bryan began regularly seeing a
child psychologist. It wasn’t until an obscure
car pulled up along their house and dropped
off their son, that Bill and Cheryl began to
really worry—Bryan was 12 years old and
drunk.

Bryan would go on to achieve so much dur-
ing his life. As a graphic designer he was al-
ways developing innovative ways to reach an
audience and craft a new project, but his spe-
cialty was cartooning—he just had a knack for
it. | remember my conversations with him: he
had this comedic humor; he was charming,
daring and a witty conversationalist. If you
talked to anyone who met Bryan they would
tell you he had an incredible zest for life and
his exuberant joy could light up any room.

And yet, Bryan was chronically depressed,
repeatedly abused hard drugs, and had de-
pendency issues with alcohol. On February
24, 2012, three years from this very day,
Bryan took his life.

It tells us something that someone so tal-
ented, so inspired, and so beautiful can be
taken from us so unexpectedly. Mental health
is something we all deal with; it doesn’t know
race, it doesn’t know socioeconomic status,
whether you are tall or short, big or small, it
affects everybody. Let's improve behavioral
health services, break down the stigma sur-
rounding suicide and encourage meaningful
dialogue on mental health issues. It means
saving lives like my cousin Bryan’s.

Mr. Speaker, | join family, friends and all
those who have felt Bryan’s warm embrace in
celebrating the wonderful life he lived and
knowing that he is at peace. We will continue
fighting to give our loved ones the strength
they need to carry on.

————

CELEBRATING THE 90TH BIRTH-
DAY OF FORMER CONGRESSMAN
LOUIS STOKES

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, it gives me great pleasure to
commemorate the 90th birthday of my friend
and colleague, former Congressman Louis
Stokes.

Louis Stokes rose from local housing
projects in Cleveland, Ohio to serve 30 years
in the U.S. House, first elected in 1968. Reluc-
tant to enter the political arena, Stokes was
persuaded to run for office by his younger
brother, Carl B. Stokes, the first Black mayor
of a major American city, elected in 1967.
Prior to serving in Congress Louis served for
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decades as a civil rights lawyer. Louis Stokes
was the first black to represent the State of
Ohio in Congress and was a founding Member
of the Congressional Black Caucus. Through-
out his tenure in the House, Stokes chaired
several congressional committees and was the
first African American to win a seat on the
House Appropriations Committee.

During his long tenure in Congress, Louis
Stokes headed and participated in several
major House investigations. In March 1977 he
was appointed to lead the Select Committee
on Assassinations, formed to conduct an in-
vestigation of the circumstances surrounding
the deaths of President John F. Kennedy and
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Stokes also served
as chairman of the House Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence, becoming the first
Black Member of Congress to head this com-
mittee.

Stokes was the dean of the Ohio Congres-
sional Delegation. His work in the area of
health led to his appointment as a member of
the Pepper Commission on Comprehensive
Health Care, and he was the founder and
chairman of the Congressional Black Caucus
Health Brain Trust. In 1991 Stokes chaired the
House Committee on Standards of Official
Conduct. When Louis Stokes retired in 1998,
he became the first African American in the
history of the U.S. Congress to have com-
pleted 30 years in office.

Following his service in Congress, he be-
came senior counsel at Squire, Sanders, and
Dempsey L.L.P., a global law firm, and Distin-
guished Visiting Professor at the Mandel
School of Applied Social Sciences at Case
Western Reserve University. Stokes also
served as vice chairman of the PEW Environ-
mental Health Commission at the Johns Hop-
kins School of Public Health and was ap-
pointed by former Health and Human Services
Secretary, Donna E. Shalala, as chairman of
the Advisory Committee on Minority Health.

Mr. Speaker, | join with his wife Jay, chil-
dren, Shelley, Angela, Louis and Lori, grand-
children, family and friends in wishing Con-
gressman Louis Stokes a very happy and
blessed 90th birthday. You have been a trail-
blazer for so many. May you have many,
many more.

———

IN MEMORY OF JOHN GREGG
MCcMASTER, JR.

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, a Service of Worship was conducted on
Sunday, February 22, 2015, at the First Pres-
byterian Church of Columbia, South Carolina,
in Remembrance of and Thanksgiving for the
Life of John Gregg McMaster, Jr.

Participating in the service were The Rev.
Dr. Derek W. H. Thomas, Senior Minister, The
Rev. Dr. John R. deWitt, Mr. Ronald E. Miller,
Organist, and Mr. Christian Markle, Bagpiper.
Honorary Pallbearers were The Elders and
Deacons of the First Presbyterian Church. The
following obituary was published in the Service
program:

John Gregg McMaster, Jr., 100, passed
away in Columbia early Friday morning, Feb-
ruary 20, 2015. Born March 16, 1914, in Flor-
ence, the son of Dr. and Mrs. John Gregg
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McMaster, he received a bachelor's degree in
economics from the University of South Caro-
lina in 1936, an L.L.B. from the University of
South Carolina School of Law in 1938, and a
J.D. degree in 1970.

In 1944 he married Ida Bacot Dargan of
Florence, whose nickname was “Pet.” They
had six children, all boys, four of whom be-
came lawyers.

Mr. McMaster was elected to the South
Carolina House of Representatives in 1944,
serving two terms. From 1953-1954, he
served as Code Commissioner for South
Carolina, and from 1952-1967 he served on
the SC Aeronautics Commission, the last elev-
en years as chairman.

He was elected president of the Richland
County Bar Association in 1976. From 1982—
1988, he served on the board of the Richland
County Public Defender Corporation, the last
two years as chairman. He was elected to the
American College of Trial Lawyers in 1968;
awarded membership in the Cum Laude Club
by Fellows of the Foundation, the USC Edu-
cation Foundation, in 1969; elected a Fellow in
the International Academy of Trial Lawyers in
1981; awarded the John W. Williams Distin-
guished Service Award by Richland County
Bar Association in 1991; and awarded the
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Order of the Palmetto by Governor Carroll
Campbell in 1991. He was honored in 1991 by
the Resolution of the South Carolina House of
Representatives for distinguished service to
the South Carolina Association Trial Lawyers
Association in 2004; awarded membership in
the American Board of Trial Associates in
2004; received the Lifetime Achievement
Award from the Richland County Bar Associa-
tion in 2012; and received a Resolution of
congratulations from the South Carolina
House of Representatives on his ninety-ninth
birthday in 2013.

Admitted to practice in all state and federal
courts in SC, Mr. McMaster was a member of
the Richland County Bar Association, the
South Carolina Bar, the National Association
of Railroad Trial Counsel, the South Carolina
Defense Trial Attorneys Association and the
Fourth Circuit Judicial Conference. For years
he was the senior practicing attorney in South
Carolina, having been at the bar over seventy-
five years upon his retirement in 2013. He
tried his last case at age 93.

Mr. McMaster was a member of the Saint
Andrews Society of Columbia, The Torch
Club, Forest Lake Club, The Forum Club, The
Centurion Society and The Columbia Ball. He
was a member of First Presbyterian Church in
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Columbia from his college days and served as
Sunday school teacher, Deacon, Elder, and
Elder Emeritus.

Mr. McMaster was predeceased by his wife,
Ida Dargan; his sister, Eleanor “Sis” McMaster
Bradham (Riley, Jr.) of Sumter; and his broth-
er Hugh Buchanan McMaster (Jean Kelly) of
Columbia.

He is survived by his six sons, John Gregg
McMaster, Il (Judy Cook), Lieutenant Gov-
ernor and former Attorney General Henry
Dargan McMaster (Peggy McAbee), George
McMaster, William Gourdin McMaster (Eliza-
beth Laffitte), Frank Barnwell McMaster, all of
Columbia, and Joseph Dargan McMaster of
Charlotte; grandchildren, John Gregg
McMaster, IV (Laurel Briggs) of Columbia,
Henry Dargan McMaster, Jr. of Columbia,
Mary Rogers McMaster of New York, William
Gourdin McMaster, Jr. MD, of Nashville,
Dargan McMaster Rain (Rob) of Spartanburg,
George Hunter McMaster, Il of New York, Jo-
seph Dargan McMaster, Jr. of Columbia, Elea-
nor Gourdin McMaster of Columbia; and great
grandson, Shawn McMaster of Columbia; and
great granddaughter, Elizabeth Laffitte Rain of
Spartanburg.
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